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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 06/09/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-33, 36-37, 41-43 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to Applicant's argument neither Uchida and Barnett teach or 
suggest new added feature of visually associating in the electronic calendar the 
user identifier with the non-broadcast-related event added to the electronic 
calendar... (page 14, paragraph 2), Examiner relies on Adier (US 6,249,765) for 
this teaching (figure 12, col. 14, line 51 -col. 15, line 10). 

In addition, the phrase "visually associating... a user identifier." as claimed, 
does not functionally change Uchida system over how it operates with respect to 
the disclosed graphics display with additional information, and, thus, constitutes 
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non-functional descriptive material. Non-functional descriptive material cannot 
render patentable an otherwise unpatentable product or process. In re Ngai, 367 
F.3d 1336, 1339 (Fed. Cir. 2004); Exparte Curry, 84 USPQ2d 1272, 1275 (BPAI 

2005) (Informative Opinion) (Affirmed, Rule 36, Fed. Cir., slip op. 06-1003, June 

2006) ("Common situations involving non-functional descriptive material [include] 
.... a computer that differs from the prior art solely with respect to nonfunctional 
descriptive material that cannot alter how the machine functions (i.e., the 
descriptive material does not reconfigure the computer)..."). 

Applicant argues the visual association of the user identifier with the 
specific instance. ...to determine potential conflict.. .(page 13, paragraph 1). 
However, the function is determination potential conflict is performed by the user. 
The user identifier visually associated with the specific instance itself cannot alter 
how the machine functions. Thus, the visually associating in the electronic 
calendar a user identifier with the non-broadcast event or visually associating in 
the electronic calendar a user identifier with the at least one specific instance of a 
broadcast program... are non-functional descriptive material. 

For the reasons given above, rejections on the claims are analyzed as 
discussed below. 

Claims 34-35, 38-40 have been canceled. 

Claims 10 recites the limitation "the specific instance" or "the program" in 
line 13-14. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 1 and 32 are objected to because of tlie following informalities: 
Claim 1 1 , line 2, recites "a broadcast program" should be replaced as - 

the broadcast program — 

Claim 32, line 1, recites "an electronic calendar" should be replaced as - 
the electronic calendar--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-33, 36-37, 41-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1, 10, 15, 25, the phrase "instance" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are 
part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claims 2, 4-7 depend on canceled claim 38. These claims are interpreted as best 
understood as they depend on claim 1 . 

Claim 32 recites the limitation "said visually associating a user identifier in 
the electronic program guide" in line 6. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
Invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-7, 9, 15-22, 24-31, 36-37, 41-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Uchida et al. (US 2002/0049620) in view of 
Adier (US 6,249,765). 

Regarding claim 1, Uchida discloses a method comprising: 

accessing the electronic calendar configured to store a plurality of event 
entries at a respective plurality of times with the event entries including a specific 
instance of a scheduled broadcast program (e.g., start time, title, etc. of viewing 
and/or recording reservation information - figure 5) as well at least one user- 
generated event entry relating to a scheduled non-broadcast related event 
(events such as to have meal, go to a concert, etc. - figure 2, 5, paragraph 0074), 
the electronic calendar listing events in relation to times and dates (see include, 
but not limited to, figures 2, 5, paragraphs 0074, 0090-0096); 

adding a user-generated event entry relating to a scheduled non- 
broadcast-related event to the electronic calendar and visually associating in the 
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electronic calendar text information, pictograph, etc. with the non-broadcast- 
related event added to the electronic calendar, wherein adding the user- 
generated event entry and visually associating the text information, pictograph, 
etc. are performed by a processor (see include, but not limited to, figures 1-3, 
paragraphs 0015-0017, 0040, 0042, 0074, 0077-0079); 

accessing an electronic programming guide, the electronic programming 
guide listing a plurality of specific instances of scheduled broadcast programs in 
relation to respective unique scheduled times and channels and comprising 
information associated with each of the plurality of scheduled broadcast 
programs (e.g., accessing EPG by select "ERG" icon, the EPG displays 
information such as program name, channel, time, etc. in association with each 
of plurality of scheduled broadcast programs- see include, but are not limited to, 
paragraphs 0026, 0044, 0058, 0083, figures 2- 4); 

displaying the accessed electronic programming guide on the electronic 
display (see include, but not limited to, figure 4, paragraph 0083); 

receiving a user selection of at least one specific instance of a broadcast 
program of the plurality of specific instances of scheduled broadcast programs in 
the accessed electronic programming guide (e.g., receiving user selection of 
program of recording reservation, viewing reservation, etc.- see include, but not 
limited to, paragraphs 0083-0090, figures 4-7); 

Uchida further discloses in response to receiving user selection, visually 
associating in the electronic calendar information such as time, highlighted, etc. 
with the at least one specific instance of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
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specific instances of scheduled broadcast programs selected in the accessed 
electronic programming guide (see include, but are not limited to, figure 2, 5-7, 
paragraphs 0090-0095, 0109-0110). 

Uchida discloses does not explicitly disclose text information, pictograph, 
etc. visually associated with each events in the electronic calendar comprises 
user identifier. 

Adier discloses visually associating each events in an electronic calendar 
with user identifier (see include, but not limited to, figure 12, col. 8, lines 30-60, 
col. 14, line 52-col. 15, line 12). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Uchida with 
the teaching of visually associating user identifier with events in electronic 
calendar in order to yield predictable results such as to create a useful calendar 
in home and office environments, or allowing users to share calendar and 
following events set on calendar easily. 

Regarding claim 41 , Uchida in view of AdIer discloses the method as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of AdIer further discloses the selecting 
at least one specific instance of a broadcast program of the plurality of scheduled 
broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide includes 
selecting at least one specific instance of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide, 
and thereby transferring information, associated with the at least one selected 
broadcast program, to an electronic calendar as at least one new broadcast 



Application/Control Number: 10/035,557 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2424 

event entry, each new broadcast event entry containing the information for a 

corresponding selected specific instance of a broadcast program and being 
stored in the electronic calendar at a time corresponding to a broadcast time of 
the respective at least one selected broadcast program (see include, but are not 
limited to, Uchida: figures 4-7, paragraphs 0086-0095). 

Regarding claim 2, Uchida in view of Adier further discloses at least a portion of 
the displayed electronic calendar is replaced on the display by the electronic 
programming guide when the electronic programming guide is accessed, and the 
electronic programming guide is removed from the display upon selection of the 
at least one of the plurality of broadcast programs (e.g., selecting EPG icon on 
the calendar and at least portion of calendar is replaced by EPG information 
when the EPG is accessed, and the EPG is removed or hidden when calendar is 
accessed - see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 2-7, paragraphs 
0090-0095, 0082). 

Regarding claim 3, Uchida in view of AdIer discloses the method as discussed in 
the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of AdIer further discloses the scheduled 
broadcast programs listed in the electronic programming guide are television 
programs (see include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figure 4). 

Regarding claim 4, Uchida in view of AdIer further discloses the scheduled 
broadcast programs listed in the electronic programming guide are television 
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programs, and wherein the information transferred from the electronic 
programming guide to the electronic calendar comprises at least one of a name, 
start time, duration, and channel number of the corresponding at least one 
selected television program (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figures 4-7, 
paragraphs 0090-0095). 

Regarding claim 5, Uchida in view of Adier further discloses the information 
transferred comprises an identification of the at least one selected broadcast 
program (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figure 5, paragraphs 0090- 
0095). 

Regarding claim 6, Uchida in view of AdIer further discloses comprising 
displaying one of a reminder and recording icon in the electronic calendar when a 
broadcast program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in the 
electronic calendar is tagged for one of a reminder and a recording function, 
respectively (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: figures 2, 5, paragraphs 
0091-0094, 0121, 0126, displaying recording icon, highlight, or recording 
reservation information, etc. to clearly notify the kind of reservation made, when a 
broadcast program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in the 
electronic calendar is tagged for recording function). 

Regarding claim 7, Uchida in view of AdIer further discloses the broadcast 
program for which a broadcast event entry has been stored in the electronic 
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calendar is tagged in the electronic programming guide for one of a reminder and 
a recording function, respectively (see discussion in the rejection of claim 6). 

Regarding claim 9, Uchlda In view of Adier discloses the method as discussed In 
the rejection of claim 1 . Uchlda in view of AdIer further discloses of selecting at 
least one of the plurality of specific instances of scheduled broadcast programs in 
the accessed electronic programming guide comprises highlighting a listing in the 
accessed electronic programming guide corresponding to the at least one 
selected program (see include, but not limited to. Uchlda: paragraphs 0083-0090, 
figure 4). 

Regarding claim 30, Uchlda in view of AdIer discloses the method as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 41 . Uchlda in view of AdIer further discloses wherein 
accessing the electronic programming guide comprises accessing the electronic 

programming guide from the electronic calendar by selecting an icon associated 
with the displayed electronic calendar (see include, but not limited to, Uchida: 
figures 2, 3, 5, paragraphs 0082-0083). 

Regarding claim 36, Uchida in view of Ellis discloses the method as discussed in 
the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida further discloses visually associating in the 
electronic calendar text information, icon, etc. with the at least one specific 
instance of a broadcast program of the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs 
selected in the accessed electronic programming guide includes automatically 
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visually associating in the electronic calendar textual information, pictograph, etc. 
with at least one specific instance of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs selected in the accessed electronic program 
guide (see discussion in the rejection of claim 1, and paragraphs 0091-0094, 
0096, 0126, 0109-01 10, 0121). Uchida does not explicitly disclose the text 
information, icon, pictograph, etc. visually associated with selected events in the 
electronic calendar comprises user identifier. Adier disclose visually associating 
in the electronic calendar user identifier with event and automatically visually 
associating in the electronic calendar a user identifier with event on electronic 
calendar (see discussion in the rejection of claim 1, and col. 9, lines 25-62, col. 
14, line 50-col. 15, line 10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Uchida with the teaching of visually associating 
a user identifier with an event on electronic calendar for the benefit as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 37, Uchida in view of AdIer discloses the method as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 41 . Uchida in view of AdIer further discloses, wherein 
selecting at least one specific instance of a broadcast program of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide, 
and thereby transferring information to an electronic calendar as at least one new 
broadcast event entry includes selecting at least one specific instance of a 
broadcast program of the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the 
accessed electronic programming guide, and thereby transferring information as 
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at least one new broadcast event entry to an electronic calendar that is 
integrated witli tlie electronic programming guide (see include, but are not limited 
to, Uchida, figures 4-5, paragraphs 0090-0095). 

Regarding claim 15, the limitations of the apparatus that correspond to the 
limitations of the method as claimed in claim 1 are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claim 1 , wherein "processor" Is read on the CPU and 
other component in television receiver for retrieving, processing the electronic 
program guide and displaying the electronic program guide on the display device, 
a control signal is read on signal received in response to user selections (see 
include, but not limited to, figures 1-15). 

Regarding claims 18 and 24, the additional limitations of the apparatus as 
claimed correspond to the additional limitations of the method as claimed in 
claims 3 and 9 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of 
claims 3 and 9. 

Regarding claim 42, the limitations that correspond to the limitations of claim 41 
are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 41 ; wherein the 
storage device Is Interpreted as storage such as ROM, RAM, EEPROM, or other 
memory for storing electronic calendar - see include, but are not limited to, 
Uchida: figures 1-7). 
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Regarding claims 31, 19-22, the additional limitations that correspond to the 
additional limitations of 30, 4-7 are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejections of claims 30, 4-7. 

Regarding claim 16, Uchida in view of Adier discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 42. Uchida in viewofAdler further discloses 
an output component configured to generate a video output signal capable of 
driving a monitor, the video output signal being capable of displaying on the 
monitor the electronic calendar and the electronic programming guide (see 
include, but are not limited to, Uchida: figures 1-5). 

Regarding claim 17, Uchida in view of AdIer discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 16. Uchida in viewofAdler further discloses 
the video output signal is such that at least a portion of the electronic calendar 
when displayed is replaced by the electronic programming guide when the 
electronic programming guide is accessed, and the electronic programming 
guide when displayed is removed upon selection of a broadcast program (see 
figures 1-5 and discussion in the rejection of claim 2). 

Regarding claims 25-26, the limitations as claimed correspond to the limitations 
of claims 15, 18, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of 
claims 15, 18. 
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Regarding claims 43, 27-29, the limitations that correspond to the limitations of 
claims 42, 19, 21-22 are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claims 42, 19, 
21-22. 

8. Claims 8, 23, 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Uchida in view of Adier as applied to claim 1 or 15 above, and 
further in view of Yuen et al. (6,430,359). 

Regarding claim 8, Uchida in view of AdIer discloses the method as discussed in 
the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida in view of Alder further discloses wherein the 
selecting at least one of the plurality of specific instances of scheduled broadcast 
programs in the accessed electronic programming guide (see include, but are not 
limited to, Uchida: paragraphs 0083-0090). However, Uchida in viewof AdIer 
does not explicitly disclose selecting comprises entering a code for a selected 
program, the code uniquely identifying the selected program. 

Yuen discloses selecting program in the electronic program guide 
comprises entering a code for a selected program, the code uniquely identifying 
the selected program (interpreted as select a program comprises entering 
compressed code or G-code, the compressed code or G-code uniquely 
identifying the selected program - see include, but not limited to, col. 16, lines 5- 
41 , figure 8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Ellis to use the teaching as 
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taught by Yuen in order yield predictable results such as to enter information of 
selected program simpler, faster and less error-prone (see col. 2, lines 24-31). 

Regarding claim 23, the additional limitations correspond to the additional 
limitations of claim 8 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection 
of claim 8. 

Regarding claim 10, Uchida discloses a method comprising: 

accessing an electronic calendar capable of storing a plurality of event 

entries at a respective plurality of times, the electronic calendar listing events in 

relation to times and dates (see include, but are not limited to, figures 2, 5); 
displaying the accessed electronic calendar on an electronic display 

(figures 2, 5); 

transferring information, associated with the at least one selected 
broadcast program, to an electronic calendar as at least one new broadcast 
entry, each new broadcast entry containing the information for a corresponding 
selected specific instance of a broadcast program and being stored in the 
electronic calendar at a time corresponding to a broadcast time of the respective 
at least one selected broadcast program (see include, but not limited to, figures 
27, paragraphs 0086-0094, 0121, 0126); 

for the limitations that correspond to limitations of claims 8, 37. 41 are 
analyzed as discussed in the rejections of claims 8, 37, 41 . 
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Regarding claims 11-14, tlie additional limitations as claimed correspond to the 
additional limitations as claims in claims 3-4, 6-7, and are analyzed as discussed 
with respect to the rejection of claims 3-4, 6-7. 

9. Claims 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Uchida in view of Adier as applied to claim 1 or 15 above, and further in 
view of Ellis et al. (US 2003/0020744 A1 - referred as Ellis). 

Note: US 7,185,355 B1 (referred as E355), US 2005/0204388 Al (referred 
as K388), US 2003/0149988 Al (referred as E988), US 2005/0204387 Al 
(referred as K387) are incorporated by reference in Ellis in their entirety (see Ellis 
- paragraphs 0068, 0085, 0092, 0098, 0102, 0104, 0107, 0108). All references 
incorporated by reference in their entireties in Ellis are treated as part of Ellis 
specification. 

Regarding claim 32, Uchida in view of AdIer discloses the method as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 1 . Uchida further discloses an electronic calendar is 
configured to store event entries for a user, wherein said selecting at least one 
specific instance of a broadcast program of the plurality of specific instances of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide 
includes selecting a plurality of specific instances of scheduled broadcast 
programs respectively associated with user (see include, but are not limited to, 
Uchida: figures 2, 5), and wherein the visually associating textual information. 
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pictograph, etc. in the electronic calendar witli the at least one specific instance 
of the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs selected in the accessed 
electronic programming guide includes visually associating in the electronic 
calendar pictograph, text information, icon, etc. with corresponding ones of the 
plurality of specific instances of scheduled broadcast programs (see discussion 
in the rejection of claim 1 and figures 1-6, paragraph 0090-0094, 0121, 0126). 
Adier discloses storing event entries for a plurality of users and visually 
associating a user identifier in the electronic calendar with corresponding ones of 
the plurality events in the electronic calendar (see discussion in the rejection of 
claim 1, and figure 12). However, Uchida in view of AdIer does not explicitly 
disclose visually associating a user identifier in the electronic programming 
guide. 

Ellis discloses visually associating a user identifier in the electronic 
programming guide with the at least one specific instance of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs selected in the accessed electronic programming 
guide (see include, but are not limited to, E355: figure 24). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Uchida in view of AdIer with the teaching of visually associating a 
user identifier in the electronic program guide as taught by Ellis in order to yield 
predictable results such as allowing user to select desired programs easily. 

Regarding claim 33, Uchida in view of AdIer discloses the apparatus as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 15. Uchida in viewof AdIer further discloses 
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the processor is configured to select a plurality of specific instances of scheduled 
broadcast programs and wherein the processor is further configured to visually 
associate in the electronic calendar respective user identifiers with corresponding 
one of the specific instances of the plurality of scheduled programs selected in 
the accessed electronic program guide, the respective user identifiers providing 
an indication of a respective one of the plurality of users with which each of the 
plurality of scheduled program is associated (see include, but not limited to, 
discussion in the rejection of claim 1,15 and Uchida: figures 1-6, Alder: figure 
12). However, Uchida in view of Adier does not explicitly disclose plurality of 
specific instances of scheduled program respectively associated wit a plurality of 
users. 

Ellis discloses select a plurality of specific instances of scheduled 
broadcast programs respectively associated with a plurality of users (see include, 
but are not limited to, E355: figure 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Uchida in view of AdIer with the teaching of visually associating a user identifier 
in the electronic program guide as taught by Ellis in order to yield predictable 
results such as allowing user to select desired programs easily. 



Conclusion 
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